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frequently poor selections. Another discouraging fea-
ture has been the necessity for speculation not only for
goods but, In currencies—the latter is a development only
recently due to the late instability of the Turkish pound.
To quote an article of mine in Commerce Reports {Oc-
tober 22, 1920):—4fcln the coming struggle with experi-
enced and capable national competitors, the most
important single element in the promotion and extension
of American trade interests lies in the selection and
training of high-caliber foreign traveling representatives
of unquestioned American ideas and ideals. Nowhere is
this factor of such decided value as in the Near East
and those other world areas practically unknown at the
present time to the rank and file of American foreign-
trade enterprises.
"The two great mistakes now being made are the gen-
eral choice of a foreigner of local origin or of a foreigner
who merely speaks any language other than English irre-
spective of its use in the particular locality. Regarding
the latter, the writer met in Greece more than one Ameri-
can commercial traveler who was obviously selected be-
cause of his ability to speak Spanish. Spanish, however,
is not understood in Greece except by the important com-
mercial Jewish element in Salonika which speaks, in addi-
tion to a peculiar Judseo-Spanisk, also Greek, Turkish,
Italian, French, and often German and English. More
striking still was the number of Russians sent to Con-
stantinople, who strangely enough did not speak either
French, Greek, Armenian, or Turkish.
"An Armenian or Greek or Jew or Turk, irrespective
of whether he has been naturalized or whether he repre-
sents a boua fide American company, is never regarded
in commercial circles abroad as an American. He is
still a Levantine, and business negotiations with hitn
are conducted on that plane.}*
Then, there is the question of local merchandising.   In

